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Except for ﬁndmg the “Alms Book,” researchers of

~ Amish history have consistently met with frustration in
attempts to find literature produced by members of the

mother settlement in Berks County, Pennsylvania. The

recent: discovery sin-February 1977 of translations of o

some old letters and notes, though not contributing sig-
nificant new data, has provided support for the present

general history formulated from oral tradition, Bible -

records, and legal documents. More important, the dis-
covery has encouraged researchers to intensify their ef-
forts and to persevere in finding further material.

These notes.and letters have been found among the
correspondence and files of the late Dr. D. Heber Plank
of Morgantown, Pennsylvama Since that time efforts
to find the originals or to provide more specific identifi-
cation have proven unsuccessful. Though his analysis of
data lacks objectivity and though his'scrawl is hard to
decipher, Dr. Plank deserves commendation for system-

- atic collection, organization, and translation aof the ma-

terials. With the finding of these papers, perhaps the
door to future progress in Amish Mennemte studies has
opened a bit further.

Charming Nancy

One of the most interesting items is the translation of
a 1737 journal kept by a passenger on the ship, Charm-

ing Nancy* According to Plank, Bishop Hans Jacob

Kauffman wrote the journal on an old Swiss calendar.?
With some probable errors in transcription, the transla-
tion of the journal as found follows:

The 28th of June while in Rotterdam getting ready to start
my Zernbli died and was buried in Rotterdam. The 29th we
got under sail and enjoyed only 1 days of favorable wind.
The 7th of July, early in the morning, Hans Zimmerman's
son-in-law died.

We landed in England the 8th of July, remaining 9 days in
port during which 5 children died. Went under sail the 17th

- of July. The 21 of July my own Lisbetli died. Several days

before Michael's Georgli* had died.’

On the 29th of July three children died. On the first of
August my Hansli died and Tuesday previous 5 children died.
On the 3rd of August contrary winds beset the vessel and
from the first to the 7th of the month three more children

* died. On the 8th of August Shambien’s [Schreiber, Schriver?]

Lizzie died and on the 9th Hans Zimmerman's Jacobli died.
On the 19th Christian Burgli's child died. Passed a ship on
the 21st. A favorable wind sprang up. On the 28th Hans

12

- Gasi's [Hans George Gotz?] wife died. Passed a ship 13th of

September

Landed in Philadelphia on the 18th and my wife and 1 left
the ship on the 19th. A child was born to us on the 20th—
dlcd—-wmfe reccvered A voyage of 83 days.

in Amen_can Amish hls‘[OI‘Y. It carried across the At-
lantic Ocean the foundation stock from which a signifi-

‘Joseph F. Beiler of Gordonville, Pennsylvania, assisted the-

author in furnishing information in this article related to the early
Amish settlers, '
~ 2The ship list records, appearing in Ralph Beaver Strassburger,

Pennsylvania German Pioneers: A Publication of the Original Lists of Arrivals.

in the Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808, ed. William John Hinke

. (Norristown, Pa.: Pennsylvania German Society, 1934), 1:188-194,

show a load of Palatines arriving at Philadelphia on the Charming

- Nancy from Rotterdam by way of London on October 8, 1737. In-

cluded among the passengers were a Hans Jacob and Anna Maria
Kauffman, Christian Burkie (Bilircki), Maria Eliza Schriver, and

Hans Timmerman (Zimmerman), the latter of whom signed by

mark.

3According to Plank, the materials, including the calendar
journal, were found in an old Bible that had belonged to his great-
grandfather, Jacob Kauffman. Because Plank had access to Rupp's
ship lists, he no doubt noted Hans Jacob Kauffman as the only Kauff-
man listed on the Charming Nancy. Plank then attributed the author-
ship of all the papers to this Hans Jacob Kauffman. Several of the
notes, however, do not indicate this. Because the signature of
Hans Jacob Kauffman in the immigration register appears apart
from signatures of known Amish passengers and because the Amish
did not follow the customn of using double Christian names, Hans
Jacob Kauffman was probably not a part of the Amish group. The
Hans Jacob Kauffman of the Charming Nancy is identified in Charles
Fahs Kauffman, A Genealogy and History of the Kauffman-Coffman
Families of North America, 1584 10 1937. . . . (York, Pa.: Author, 1940),
p. 637. The listing of his descendants makes obvious the fact that
this was not an Amish family. Several of the Amish passengers per-
sonally signed the immigration register. One of these probably kept
the calendar journal. Because Jacob Beiler occasionally assisted
others with legal papers and other documents, one would speculate
that he was the most probable author.

“Probably the son of Michael Sommer.

3Gottlieb Mittelberger, Journey to Pennsylvania, ed. and tr. Oscar
Handlin and John Clive (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard
University Press, Belknap Press, 1960) reports that children be-
tween the ages of one and seven seldom survived. “Parents must
often watch their offspring suffer miserably, die, and be thrown into
the ocean” (pp. 14-15). M.lttelberger saw thirty-two children being
thrown overboard.
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cant part of the present Amish in America descend.
People from this voyage established the first stable
Amish settlement, in America, and from the Northkill
settlement stem nearly all present-day Amish settle-
ments in America even though the Northkill settle-
ment, too, became extinct early in the nineteenth
century. Perhaps other groups lived togsther in pre-
vious decades but failed to establish Jacob Ammann’s

~ doctrine in America.

The Northkill settlement, known more precisely as
the Irish Creek settlement, included Benedict Lehman,
Hans Zimmerman, Jacob Beiler, Jacob Masht, Ulrich
Spicher, Christian Hershberger, Christian Burki, Chris-
tian Lichti, Christian Kurtz, and Jacob, Abraham; and
Christian Miller.

The following anonymous note, which appears to be
a letter sent from America to Europe, contains an inti-
mation of possible risks involved in the crossing.

If you are in Germany (or Switzerland or Strasburg,
Alsace) and have not the opportunity to follow our sect on
account of the “government,” and you care for the salvation
of your souls, I would advise you to come to me for perhaps

you are poorly off in worldly goods, and in this country is a°

very good living. I would assist you as much as my means
[allow], yet I would not bid you to come, for should it go
badly with you on your journey, you would blame me.

This early eighteenth-century ship typifies those in which the ma-
jority of Amish immigrated to America.

Nineteen male adults known to be Amish on the
above ship settled in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,
now Berks County. Nearly all of these received war-
rants, some of them dated before the end of 1737, from
the Penn proprietors. This settlernent was in a new ter-

- ritory opened to white settlers in 1736, one year before

these Amish arrived. This territory began about eight
miles north - of Reading and went north to the Blue
Mountain. The Schuylkill River formed the eastern

boundary, and the territory extended west to the Sus-
’quehanna Rwer in a narrow strip that widened as it

_ proceeded west.. It contained the Northkill, the entire
Lebanon Valley, and the Paxton region in present-day
Dauphin County.

In addition to the nineteen, others who may have

" 'been Amish and Mennonites were Michael Sommers,

Hieronimus Eberlie, Jacob Bowman, Mathias Hoffman,
Hans Wenger, Frederick Hoffman, Baltzar Huber,
Andreas Weber, Johannes Bowman, and perhaps
others. Of the Charming Nancy passengers, Johannes

Bowman, Hans Wenger, Baltzar Huber, Peter Bricker,

and probably Hieronimus Eberlie and Andreas Weber
settled in the Cocalico region.

Present research has not uncovered enoug‘n evidence
to locate this early Cocalico settlement in any one or
two groups. Historians agree, however, that many if

_not all of these were Amish in Europe. Family names

similar to these were found in Amish regions in Europe.
In spite of the fact that all the above names are better
known’today as Mennonite, we also know that Peter
Bricker closely associated with persons known to be
Amish in Cocalico and Cumru townships in deed
releases, estate settlements, and other legal actions.

On the-other hand, we cannot rule out the possibility
that the Cocalico settlement was a mixed settlement of
Amish and Mennonites. Ernst Miller has stated that
the Amish refused to beard ships containing Men-
nonites.® This statement applies also to the migration of
Mennonites from Switzerland to Holland in 1711. They
boarded ships at Basel to go to Holland. While those of
the Ammanisch Partei retreated to Switzerland or disem-
barked at the Pfalz to join their brethren there rather
than travel with those of the Reist Partei in this time of

_crisis even when threatened by authorities with banish-

ment to the galleys, this aversion was probably not as
strong by 1737.

However, the Amish rarely did settle with the Men-
nonites, and when they did, their settlement was short-
lived. This could have been the case in Cocalico. By
1790 the conservative Amish had practically all

- followed movements farther west or to more stable set-

tlements in Lancaster County. The Mennomtes likewise
withdrew in a few decades.

The Conestoga settlement was different. The Charm-
ing Nancy group included seven known Amish adults
with the names of Erb, Schantz, a1:d Garber who settled
at Conestoga. Others soon joined them to establish

SErnst Miiller, Geschichte der Bermischen Tdufer, Nach den Urkunden
dargestellr (Frauenfeld: J. Hubers Verlag, 1895), p. 220.
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